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increase again.    Though pending cases in general incieased, the arrears of
cases over one year old have been considerably reduced.

(cT) As a natural consequence of the conditions and facts reported above,
there was an increase m the total number oi prisoners. Nearly all the prisons
continued to be over-crowded. With a view to relieve the pressure a convict
gang of two thousand prisoners will be formed next year at Bhatgar where a
dam is being constructed. Additional prisons will be available before long.
Land has been acquired for a Central Jail at Chembur, a site has been selected
for a jail for under-trial prisoners at Bombay, and the Central Jail at Hmdalgi
is under construction The number of adolescents increased in the Borstal
Juvenile Jail at Dharwar where good work continued to be done. The
Bombay Eeleased Pusoners' Aid Society made good progress and its grant was
increased. A grant was also sanctioned for a similar society at Bijapur. Ovei
two thousand prisoners were released on the occasion of the Peace Celebration
and forty prisoners were sent to the Salvation Army Industrial Home on
conditional release.

(e) The Committee appointed by G-overument to consider and formulate
proposals for the purpose of preventing professional beggary in the Bombay
Presidency has submitted its report. The questions of the care and control of
(a) children who are homeless and of whom improper use is being made by
professional beggars and of (I) lepers are now under the consideration of
Government. They have however decided that the general question of beggary
should be dealt with after the meeting of the new Councils under the
Constitutional Eeforms.